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(a) Leadins Personalities. “ 


we give below the Jabinet of the new Provisional 
Government, end brief biographical sketches: 


President: General Francisco Uriburu. 

Vice-President: Sr.inrique Santa@rarina. 

Ifinister of Interior: Sr.Sanchez Sorondo. 

Minister of Foreign Affairs: Dr.:irnesto Bosch. 

Minis ter of War: General Fremoisoo Medina. 

tinister of the Uavy: Rear-Admiral Abel Renard. 

Minister of Public Works: Engineer Octavio Pico. 

Minister of Agriculture: Dr.Horacio Beccar Varela. 

Minister of Finance: Dr. “nrique S.Perez. 

Minister of Justice od Public Instruction: Dr.Ernesto #.Padilla 
Lieut. General Jose. #.Uriburu; was born in Salta in 1868. 

After having obtained his Bachelor's degree, he entered the 

Military College, where he distinguished himself in his class 

and in practical training, afterwards being sent by the Govern- 

ment to complete his training as a Lieutenant in Germany. He 

was attached to a Uhlan Regiment and the Artillery Guard. In 

1897 he was one of the committee engeged on the Chilean boundary 

question. In 1902, with the rank of Major, he was appointed 

Military Attache to the Legation in Madrid. In 1905 he was pro- 

moted to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel and given command of 

the 8th Cavalry Regiment. By 1910 he had become one of the 

most prominent Colonels in the Argentine Army and in 1911 was 

appointed Military Attache to the Legation in Santiago de Chile, 

end in 1913 to those of Berlin and London. Lieut. Gen.Uriburu, 

with the exception of being Minister of War, has filled the 

highest military appointments. 


Snrigne Sentamarina; was born in Tandil in 1875. The early 
years o S manhood wes spent in studying for the Law, but he | 
soon abandoned it ani turned his attention to other activities 
more in accordance with his own personel tastes. He distinguish- 
ed himself in all practical questions and earned a reputation 

a8 an organiser. He was a member of the boards of many economic 
end banking institutions and was president of the Banco de la 
Provincia de Buenos Aires. In 1917 he wes made a director of 

the Banco de la Nacion, was vice-president of the Provincial 

Roads Committee and various other important councils. As is 
well-known, he is one of the most prominent members of the 
Conservative Party. 


Dr.Matias G.Sanches Sorondo; was born in 1880. & notable 
Jurist and professor of law, he began his public career as -. 
Director of the Schools of the Province of Buenos Aires in 
1919. He was also a member of the National Council of Educa- ‘ 
tion. As a politician he became a popular idol and one of 
the leaders of the Opposition. He was an active legislator 
and his name has been in the forefront of the ranks of the 
Conservative Party for the past few years. 


From: VW. A. Argentina Report No. 4214 September 9,.1930 
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J29LUPIA (Political) 
Subject: Present Legislature. 
(a) Leading Personalities. (Cont'd) 


Dr.2mesto 30sch; was bom in January 1865, in 3uenos 
Aires, where he was educated in the schools of tie city 
and the University, which granted him the degree of sAd- 
vocate and Doctor of Laws. In 1881 he was sent as Secretary 
of the Legation to Paris; he served also in the same capa- 
city in Berlin end was promoted to the post of Charge a! 
affaires at washington. In 1894 he was appointed Secretary 
to President Saenz Pena and retained in this post by 
President Uriburu; some time later he was appointed 
Provisionsl Governor in the Province of San Luis. In 1904 
he was appointed by President Suintana Chief of the Post 
Office end Telegraph Service, and in 1905 was appointed 
as Ilinister to France ani retained this post until 1910, 
resigning to accept the duties of Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
which he fulfilled until the resignation of President Roque 
Saenz Pene in I’arch 1914, since which date he has occupied 
himself with his personal effairs, which include extensive 
landed properties. 


General Francisco Medina; was born in 1870, and entered 
the Corporal and sergeants School in 1886. He was promoted 
to Sub-Idieutenant in 1890. He was promoted to Colonel in 
1913 am to General in 1923. He has been second in Command 
of the 5th Regiment of Infantry, Secretary of the %.M.'s 
Office end of the Central Administration Department. He has 
been Commander of the 9th and 2nd Brigades of Infantry, a 
Member of the City Council of War for Officers and Commander 
of the Srd Division. He retired from active service as late 
as January of this year. 


Rear Admiral Abel Renard; now the Minister of Marine, en- 
tered the Naval school in 1890 and graduated in 1894. From 
that date he was repeatedly promoted until reaching his present 
rank. He carried out a number of notable voyages, and brought 
to a successful conclusion several important scientific in- 
vestigations in connection with the Argentine Navy. He command- 
ed the Azopardo and the Sarmiento and was chief of ths Naval 
Staff. In 1910 he was secretary to the Naval Commission in 
the United States, and in 1911 was chief of the sub-Commission 
in Bethlehem. He was also chief of the hydrographic commission 
on river navigation in the Province of Buenos Aires. 


Engineer Octavio Pico; the new Minister of Public Works, 
was born in the city of Suenos Aires in 1867. He finished his 
studies as a civil engineer in 1892, ani became Professor of 
Nathematics in the Secondary Schools and a Professor of the 
University. From 1892 to 1895 he occupied a high position in 
the Ministry of the Interior, and in the latter year was 
appointed under-secretary to the lfinister of Public Instruc- 
tion. In 1898 he was appointed Director of Tierras and Colonies. 
He also occupied the post of advisor and counsellor to the 
Banco de la Nacion, from which institution he retired on a 
pension. 


é 
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Subject: present Legislature. 


(a) Leading personalities. (cont'd) 

pr. Horacio Beccar Yarela;, as president of the ational 
Sonmi ttee of the Union papular Catolica Argentina, Dr. Beccar 
Yarela was nemed py the Pope in 1923 Caballero Comendador de 
la Orden de San Gregorio liagno. In 1927 he was appointed 
Director of the Caja de Gonversion. He has contributed his 
legal services for several years to the American Chamber of 
Commerce of Argentina of which he is one of the four honorary 
members; he is & member of the finencial committee of the 
Argentine North American Cultural society end is the lawyer 


of the National City Bank of Mew York in Buenos Aires. 


Dr. mnrique s.Perez; the new Minister of Finance took his 
degree at the Faculty of Law in 1886. He was elected & National 
Deputy for the Province of Buenos Aires by the party headed 

by Dr.Ugarte, put later resigned owing to a disagreement. Dr. 
Saenz Pens appointed him Director of Inland Revenues, and later 
winister of Finance. He was also an Administrator of the State 
Rai Lw ays « 


Dr. Ernesto #.Padilla; was born in the city of Tucuman in 
1873, but went L0r his education to Buenos Aires, where after 
receiving his Rachelor's degree he entered the University to 
gtudy Law, graduat ing in 1896. Immediately upon leaving the — 
University he was appointed to a Professorship, put soon after- 
waras returned to fucuman end there pegan to practice his 
profession of the law and that of politics. He was elected 
National Deputy for Tucumen in 1902, end took an active part in 
the debate on divorce.In 1911 he was once more elected Deputy 
for a period of three years, but pefore his term had expired 
was elected Governor of the Province. In the elections for 

the National Congress held in 1918, he was again nominated 

for Deputy and was elected for the period ending 1922. 


From: UW. Ae Argentine Report No 4214 September 9, 1930 
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Ge2 Report 3100 
- Poe ya 
AROUITTNA (Political ) \ 


Subject; Uxecutive Bronch 
(ob) sxecutive Departments. ty! 


An interesting exposition of the functions, res~ 
ponsibilities and mechanism of the departirent undor his exe- 
cutive supervision was given by Dr.Tablo Celatayud, Minister 
of Public Yorks of the Provisionel Goverment of Argentina, 
in an address to the members of the United States Chamber of 
Comerce on August 4th. A free translation follows: 


"The Ministry of Public \forks was created in 
1897, as a consequence of the respective law sanctioned in 
compliance vith a mandate of the reformed Constitution. It 
comprises seven gerersul depatnents somo of which are of fun- 
damental importance in the economic development of the country. 
It controls and superintends the State Railways, the Sanitary 
Yorks of the Nation and the Reilwuy Pensions Fund." 


"The general sections are: the "Direcoion General’ 
of railways; roads and bridges; architeoture; irrigation; navi- 
gation and ports; the accountanoy of the Ministry; and the sur- 
vey end works of the Riachuelo.” 


. "Nhe mere mention of these departrents convey an 
idea of the vast variety and immensity of the activities under 
the supervision of the Ministry." 


"The Department of Railways deals with everything 
connected with the organization of the railway services of the 
country, maintaining direct control over the State and private 
enterprises as regards their time-tables, tariffs, compliance 
with laws, etc." 


"The Departrent of Roads and Bridges, as its name 
implies, is in charge of the supervision of the general national 
programme of road communications, and even within certain pro- 
vinoos participates in cortein works and road construction 
assisting the provinces where their financial situation calls 
for the collaboration of the national authorities." 


"The Department of Architecture attends to the up-= 
keep of all the public buildings of the country and supervises 
every detail of new buildings constructed. The department acts 
in advi sory capacity where private buildings are rented by the 
state." 


"The Department of Irrigation, apart from its tech- 
nical studies, takes chargo of the construction, adrinistration 
ana control of important irrigation works in those parts of the 
country where such works are required. It collaborates with 
the Provincial Governments, but most of the Provinces have ac- 
tually delegated to the Department of irrigation the upkeep of 
the works located in their territory. The denartrent constructs 
and operates hydro-electric stations. 


From M.A Argentina Report No.4409 August 11,1931 
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subject; txecutive Brench 


(bo) uccutive Depertrents, 


"One of the rost important depertrents of the 
Ministry is, of course, that of Navigation and Ports. ‘With~ 
out taking into account the construction of new ports, canals 
etc. one need only consider the immen se responsibility of 
keeping the national ports open to Shipping, and looking after 
all the floating aterial, buoys, dredgsrs, chnnnels ete. of 
the rivers Plate, Parana and Urugusy and their tributaries. 
This Department is concerned whenever accidents occur, and at 
the same tire it operates the most important Shipyards in the 
country." 


"Tho Departrent of Survey and “Yorks of the Ria~ 
chuelo is steadily end, 23 far as funds allow, proceeding with 
the work of straightening the course of this river, building 
bridges across it and doing everything possible to rate it an 
efficiont adjunct of the Port of the Sapital." 


"The Ministry also superintends the Operations of 
several autonomous departments such as the Sanitary works of 
the Capital, Provinces and Territories and in superintending 
the State Rallways, which have the lurgest mileage of any sys- 
tem in the country." 


"The oorplexi ty and variety of the problers which 
Crop up every day can well be imagined. ‘he adrinistration 
of these different activities calls for a complicated mechanism 
ond for a high standerd of efficiency on the part of the dis- 
tinguished ongineers and assistants employed es hoads of the 
different dep ertrents," 


"The budget of ry Ministry is divided into two 
annexes: in the first place we have annexe l which comprises 
What we may call the permanent plant. The other is annéxe Te 
Which covers public works, For political reasons the Govern- 
ments Immediately preceding us made use of both these funds 
particularly the socond one. to confor favours on their poli- 
tical "pals.' Jobs and contrects were promised right and 
left without any worry as to whether they were necessary or 
as to where the funds were coming from to psy for ther, 

Hence deficits have been piling up year after year until the 
public debt of the nation and provinces hag been incroased in 
round figures from 1,000 million to more than 4,600 rillion 
pesos national currency. Thus we have an infind ty of authorized 
Works which not only cannot possibly be carried out, but which 


The Jovermments in question made promises nowing perfectly 
well they could not possibly keep ther." 


. "and this is not alli" 
"Apart from favors dispensed outside, jobs were 
found inside for political plece-seekers, Individuals were 


helped out of their difficulties with State funds, and their 
existence creates a huran problem for whoever may come along 


From M.A.sArgent ine Report Io0.4409 August 11,1951 
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subject; Uxecutive 2ranch 


(vo) Sxecutive Dep urtrents. 
a re NTS 

with the arbition to establish order and regularity in the 
administration," 


"0 sooner did the Proposition of establishing a 
relative adjustment of incore and expenditure present itself 
than, almost cy u matter of curse, the two annexes described 
above were seized upon as the means to that end, Consequently, 
sconory hus hed to be impluntsd, not only as rezards the per- 
Manent plent ani its versonnel, but vlso in regurd to public 
“orks to be carried out," 


"It sufficog to say that in 1930 ana notwi th stand- 
ing the strict Cconory implanted by the rovolutionury regime 
in the last four months, the expanfiture on public works under 
annexe L. was no less than *67,000,000 m/n. In the ourrent 
voor vo Can only spond about $37,000,000 m/n in the five main 
section. In the permanent plant (annexe 1.) of the budget, 
the reduction will arount to nearly 20 per cont. This means to 
say thet from 45 millions of pesos we have to get davn to 
34,357,612 r/n." 


as merely for the covenience of the erployee. As a tatter of 
fact, this whole bureaucratic problem is one which needs to be 
thoroughly dealt with, starting from the very roots. Ours ig 
not the only country so placed. ‘ye in this Government have no 
axe to grind, but we are doing cur best in the service of the 
great and permanent interest of the nation," 


From ot ene Report No.4409 August 11,1951, 
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ARGBUTINA (Political) 


Subjects Present ixecutive and Cabinet. 


(db) Present Cabinet: 


On webruary 20, 1932, General Agustin P. Justo 
and Dr. Julio A. Rocu were sworn into office as the consti-~ 
tutional President and Vice-President of the Argentine Ree 


public. The ceremony was short and devoid of all display. 


General Justo in his speech to tne Congress did not actual- 
ly outline the progranme of his Government, but mentioned 
that everything would be done to assure the liberty of the 
people and the full scope of constitutional Government. He 
also stated that some reforms of the National Constitution 
would have to be made and that the proposed ammendments 
would follow their normal course. With regard to Argentina's 
relations with foreign countries he spoke as followss 


"I assume power at a time when there does not ex= 
ist even one international problem which might compromise 
the traditional friendship which all our Governments have 
maintained, following in that way the desire of fraternal 
union which igs ever in the soul-of the Argentine people. To 
observe that same conduct, to strengthen the links which al- 
ready exist and to contribute with all our efforts towards 
intornational concord will be my principal preocupation. The 
world-wide crisis which has caused in our country complex 
problems at a moment when prodigality, lack of prevision and 
bad government had carried the nation to a very serious ex 
treme, affects the sale of the products of our two funda~ 
mental industries, and to offset that pernicious influence, 
the cooperation of all is required to collaborate in the 
search for solutions. I think that besides a policy of mu-« 
tual understanding with the countries who constitute our 
principal markets, the most severe economy is required in 
the national administratione Our Capacity and our firm ree 
solution of reducing our expenses, so that debts may not go 
on increasing, and with them the taxes, are the initial 
means to which we must appeal to reconquer our prosperity." 


AS regards the composition of General Justo's Ca- 
binet, the Anti-Personalist Radicals have two ministers as 
against one Conservative, one Independent Socialist, two po- 
litically independent, and two non-political men. The new 
Ministers are the followings 


Minister of the Interiors 


DreLeopoldo Melo - Anti-Personalist Radical 
Minister of Finances 
Dre Alberto Hueyo ~ Independent of existing 
parties. 


Minister of Public Works: 
Dr.lfanuel Ramon Alvarado=- Conservative. 


Minister of Foreign Affairss 


Dr. Carlos Saavedra Lamas ~- Independent of exist- 


ing parties. 
Minister of Agricultures 


DreAntonio de Tomaso - Independent Socialist. 


From MeAsArgentina Report No.4522 March 7, 1932. 
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(vb) Present Cabinets 


Minister of Justice & PubelInstruction;s 

DreManuel de Iriondo ~ Anti-Personalist Redical. 
Minister of War; 

Colonel Manuel Aetodriguez — Won-politicak. 
jinister of Marine; 

Captain Pedro S. Casal - Non-political. 


In the case of Dr. Henuel Ramon Alvar: do listed as 
& Conservative, he is not a leading member or representative 
of the Conservative Party, but merely a Conservative in po~ 
litics as a matter of choice. The Conservative Party or "Par- 
tido Democrata Nacional" do not feel that they have been ree 
presented in the Cabinet and arc deeply offended by the action 
of General Justo, inasmuch as they are the party that finunced 
his elections. It is believed in some circles that some of 
the members of this Cabinet are merely "eyewash" for the time 
being and that they will be supplanted by others whose views 
are more in line with the supporters of Generul Justo. 


It will be noted that in appointing Dr. Antonio de 
Tomaso an Independent Socialist to the office of Minister of 
Agriculture, that he has been placed where he can do the 
least damage. Dr. de Tomaso is a very intelligent and high- 
ly respected personage und it is barely possible that like 
some of the "lefts" in France, now that he is a Cabinet wem- 
ber he might turn slightly to the "right". 


Dr.Leonoldo Ifelo; The new Minister of the Interior is a well 
known lawyer and a Professor of Law at Buenos Aires University. 
He has been @ Governor of Entre Rios and a National Deputy. 

He is considered the most influential person in the Anti~Per~ 
sonalist Radical Party. In 1923 he ran as a candidate for 

the Presidency aguinst Sr. Hipolito Irigoyen but was defeat- 
ed. (See Who's Who card, May 5, 1927.) 


Dr.Alberto Hueyo; The new Minister of Finance is not so well 
known as his colleagues in the new Cabinet, but nevertheless 
he has had a long and distinguished career. He has been FPre- 
sident of the Central Produce Market, the Gas Company of La 
Plata and has been associated with various other commercial 
firms. During the Alvear presidency he occupicd the position 
of Under-Secretary in the Ministry of Marine. He has often 
expressed an opinion contrary to the issue of unsupported pa- 
per money and is the author of many works on monetary ques= 
tions. His appointment came as perhaps the greatest surprise 
among ull the ministerial nominations. Dr. Hueyo has de- 
Clared himself independent of any of the existing political 
parties. 


Drel’anuel Remon Alvarado; The new Minister of Public Works is 
a lewyer by profession and belongs to the Conservative Party. 
A native of Salta he has represented that Province in the Na- 
tional Chamber of Deputies and has also been candidate for 


Wrom LisAeArgentina Report No.4¥522 March 7, 1932. 
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(0) Present Cabinet: 


the governorsiip. Under tne Provisional Government he held 
the post of tational Inte2 ventor in the Province of Buenos 
Aires. 


DreCarios Senvedra Lewas: The new jinister of Foreign Affairs 
is a distinguished politician and author. He has held many 
important positions during his brilliant careere Under the 
presidency of Dre Suenz Fefla he Was Minister of Public Works , 
a post in which he made many important innovations, and his 
well known works on labor legislation won him the honor of 
being chosen president of the International Labor Conference 
held in Geneva in 1928 He is a Lluwyer and a Professor of 
Lav at Buenos Aires University. He is said to be a fervent 
partisan of the League of Uiations. Although he officially 
does not belong to any party, he has Conservative leaningse 
Dre Lamas speaks lnglish fluently and has a great adiniration 
for Anglo-Saxon institutions. Ina statement to the Press 
shortly after his recent appointment he said - "I consider 
Great Britain our best friend, and I am anxious for mutual 
trade relations to continue in a manner advantageous for the 
two countries.- I intend to make a thorough study of the 
ynole question of trade relations with Great Britain before 

I make a statement on the matter." 


Dr. Antonio de Tomaso: The new Minister of Agriculture isa 
conspicuous memoer of the Socialist Party from his carly 
youth. He was elected Wational Deputy for the city of Bue- 
nos Aires in 1914 and held this post througn gsucceasive re=- -- 
elections until September 1930, when Congress Was dissolved 
py General Uriburu. In 1926 he was the principal leader of 
the division among the Socialists and founder of the Inde~ 
pendent Socialist Party. In the last national elections he 
was a candidate for one of the senatorships for the Capital, 
but was not successful. He has had no vreviious experience 
in agriculture. (See “Who's Who card, liay 5» 1927) 


Dr. Kenuel_de Iriondos The new Minister of Justice and Public 
Instruction is a prominent Anti-Personalist Nadical. He was 
born in tne province of Santa Fe and was a leader of the Ra- 
dical Party in its early days. During the governorship of 
Bernardo de Irigoyen he was designated Kinister in the Pro- 
vince of Buenos Aires. This took place in 1898 and two years 
later he was elected National Deputy, being reelected in 1904. 
He was chosen candidate for the Anti-Personalist Radicals for 
the governorship of santa Fe in the recent elections, but was 
not successful. (See Wno's Who card, December 18, 1929-) 


Colonel Manuel Ae Rodriguez; The new liinister of War is not 
unknown in the Ministry, having held the dost of Secretary 
in the Kinistry of War when General Justo Was inister of 
“Mar during the presidency of Dre Alveare At present, in 
spite of his relative youth, he js President of the Circulo 
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(0) Present Cabinets 


Wilitar end is considered one of the best strategists in the 
country, Colonel Rodriguez is non-political. (See Who's 
Who card, May 19, 1923.) 


The present liilitary Attache, contrary to his pre- 
decessor would rate Colonel Rodriguez as ubove average. His 
worst failing, if it can be considered as such, is the opin- 
ion his fellow officers have of himas a stickler for regu- 
lations. 


Captain Pedro S$-Casal; Lixe Colonel hodriguez the new liinis- 
ter of Mazvine has previously been Under~Secretury of the Mi- 
nistry which he now heads. His rise in the Navy was rapid 
and brilliant and he was designated Director of the Naval 
College, a position he was obliged to resign from during Sre 
Irigoyen's second term as President. On September 12, 1931 
he returned to his old post, which he has held until the pre- 
sent time. He is one of the most popular officers in the 
Navye He is the other non-political member of the Cabinet. 


From NeAsArgentina j Report No.4#522 March 7, 1932. 
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On July 19th, the Minister of Finonce, Dre 
Alberto Hueyo, resigned nis post in the cabinet of 
Generel Justo. 


The decree accevting his resignation was held 
up several days pending the possibility of his renounce 
ing his former intentions. *resident Justo and the iin» 
ister of the Interior, Dr. Leopoldo lielo, personally 
Called uson the Minister in en endeavor to bring him 
buck into the fold, but iis mind was made up to resign. 


The presidential decree aeceoting nis resigna- 
tion follows: 


"The President of the Argentine Nation decreest 


1) ‘The resignation presented by the Minister of Sinance, 
Dr. Alberto Hueyo, is hereby accepted, expressing 
thanks ond due cppreciution of his importent colla- 
boration in the service of the Resublic during his 
term of office. 


2) Until the vecant post is filled, the portfolio will 
be temoorarily filled by the Minister of Justice end 
Public Instructi on, Dr. Manuel Iriondo." 


For several months, the members of the Cabinet 
have been at swords boints over the balancing of the bud» 
get and the financial policy of the itinister of Finance, 
Warning from time to time had been Given by Dr. Hueyo that 
the respective ministries must reduce exgenses, nawely 
the Yar, Navy and Public Works, a11 of which huve consis- 
tently refused to listen to hig advices. 


His fixed ideas of meeting the debt pcyments 
hes resulted in increased taxation and enforced increas» 
ing economies within the several decartuents. ‘hen the 
1934 estimates were Suoiitted, the Minister demanded still 
more stringent reductions, and no agreement could be 
reached. He reelizged that he could no longer carry out 
his mission and remuin in the Cabinet. 


In addition, when the"Roca"agreement came up 
before the National Chumber of Deputies for 2 vote (Roca 
Aereenent - Report No.4675) and was Dessed, the matter 
of revision of tariffs could not be tolerated by Hueyo, 
who was devending to = large extent uyon customs revenues 
to swell the coffers of the argentine Treasury in order 
to balance the budget. Dr. Saavedra Lams, Looking at 
it purely from the diplomatic side, and to further his 
ends as Minister of Foreign -ffairs, was in uccord with 
the passage of the Treaty oy the Desuties. Hueyots lest 
bridge had been burned beneath him, so he resigned. 


From M.A.Argentina Regort No.+720 July 28,1933. 
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subject: Present sxecutive «nd Cevinet. 
(o) Present Cebinet. 


There is much speculition wt the vresent time 
os to just vh.t the finencial »olicy of the Government 
will be. ; 


ublic opinion is to the effect tht with Hueyo 
out, tax burdens will be lightened, ind debt 2uyments to 
the United States end Great Britrin will be suspended ut 
OnCée 


Banking und financial circles look for ;:rudusl 
inflection of the currency ind « consequent loss of valua- 
tion of the Argentine peso. These circles regret the loss 
of a strong end honest Minister of Yincnce, who has ex- 
ercised his functions well. 


Due to the fact thet President Justo was in 
accord with the views of his ex-ifinis ter of Finance, it 
is believed by the iilitary \ttuche thet no radical chan- 
Ges will be permitted in the near future, but, instead, 
all changes will come about gradually. 
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orig: dier Gens..a Venuel 2. cdrisucz,the pre+ 
gent Vinister cf wer, is duut to resign due to ill 
Werth - eoneur of the stom ch. Mile he wos in Gere 
weny, «cout four yeors fo, : tt ched to the Germon 
ArpDy, Nhe underwent cn ooar tion for tumor of the stoe 
ween, ond for ne rly a yecr nas been « sick men. 


He mos been the steoiliszing fector in the 
Caoinet cf President Justo, having « strong influence 
upon and ere. t fooult.rity witn the may. His uethods 
hove been vigorous, .nd he is :n .vle officer, pro- 
fessionolly quciified. His renouncing his vost will 
certcinly reisove the sressure ne his exerted in hold— 
ing the (may wnier strong control during the recent 
redic sl revolutiousry risings. President Justo will, 
therefore, not be as sure in tne future of the former 
cduaauntee of ley lt; cf his lind forces. 


His croov: ble successors sre 3rigadier General 
inricue Jouregui, now fuurtermister Generul, or Rodolfo 
‘crtinez Fita, Chief of the Lillitary Geogr: phic Insti- 
tute (li. production plient}. 


General Li rtinez cite is a g¢vrest frvorite of 
sresideut Justo. He is suive ond well quelified pro- 
fessionelly, on engineer of viried experience, and 
would be «= vovular choice. 


General ‘nrique Jauregui, on the other hind, is 
the ‘id boiled type, prusque, not sunve, but cs well 
cualified orofessionally and in engineer. 


Both of these officers ure thoroughly Cerman, 
provessicnrlily educrted end undoudtedly the two best 
Grigedier Generuls in the Army. 


Both, of the cundidctes are scersonrl friends of 
the i.ttacne. 
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ARGENTINA (Political) 
Subject: Stability of Government 


(b) Stability of Present Administrations 


RECEWD ok wis MAN 40 BR 
General Manual A. Rodriguez, Minister of War in President Justo's 
Cabinet, died at Mar del Plata on February 23rd. 


Maa 


His death was due to the cause mentioned in paragraph one, report 
number 4845 index 3110. i 
* } a 2 Ree H j oie 


a of t { 7 
His probable successor is either General Enrique Jauregui or Nicolas 
Accamee General Martinez Pita, due to hia bad judgement and agressiveness 
while serving on the Noutral Military Commission, has lost any chances 
which he once had. 


Paragraph two of the abovo report is called to the attention of the 
Department, as in the future a different political aspect way present itself. 


Sourco: Personal Information 


~~ harneld blah 


Capte,G.Se, 
Military Attacho. 
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ARGINTINA (Political) 


Subject: Present Cabinete ee 


Heat # 


On Decouber 30th, 1935, the Minister of Justice and Public 
Instruction, Dre Iriondo, tendered his resignation in order to pursue 
his candidacy for the overnorship of Santa Fe. As u result of his 
resigmtion, all the other meabors of the Cabinet tendered their resig- 
nations so that the President wight be ina position to reorganize his 
Cabinet. Dr. Iriondo's resignation was accepted as well as that of tho 
Wnister of Finance, Dr. Pinedo and the Minister of Agriculture, Dre 
Duhaue The new weabsrs of the Cabinot are as follows: 


Vinister of Finance: Dr. Roberto MeOrtiz 
Minister of Justice 
and Public Instruction: DreRamon SeCastillo 


Winister of Agriculturo: DreMiguel AeCarcande 
faded > 


DreRoberto MeOrtiz, Minister of Finance: 

DreOrtiz is and has been a member of the Radical Party from the 
firet yoars of his career. In 1918 ho represented tho Radical Party 
(Union Civica Radical) in the Municipal Council and two yoars was the 
Purty*s representative in the National Chamber of Deputies where he re- 
mained until 1924. In the moantimo, Drelfarcelo T.eAlvear was elected 
President and the Radical Party divided into the two groups "Personalis= 
tag and Anti-Persoalistase" Dr.Ortiz figured auony the latter together 
with such projinent Radicals as Dre-Gallo, Tamborini, Melo and others. 
When his term of office as doputy had tumninated, Dr.Ortiz was not ro- 
elected. President Alvear then eppointed him Administrator of Interml 
Taxes, u post which he held for one year leaving it to enter the 
Cabinet as Minister of Public Works until the end of the presidential 
term of office in Octobor, 1928. With the election of Hipolito Irigoyen 
to the Presidency, DreOrtiz retired from politics. After the Revolution 
in 1930, he figurod in tho reorganization of the Radical Party headed by 
DreAlvear, but no longer took an active wrt in politics. Upon asewuning 
the presidency, General Justo would have included Dr.Ortiz in hio Cabinot, 
but tho latter refused tha appointment which he has now acceptede 


DreRamon SCastillo, Minister of Justice & Public Instructiono 


DreCastillo, ox-Dean of the Faculty of law md Social Sciences of 
the University of Buenos Aires, beyan his career in the Courts as member 
of the clerical staff where he soon bccamwe Clerk of Court; shortly after 
he was appointed Criminal Judge at la Plata and was acting as momber of 
the Supreme Court there when he was called back to Buenos Aires to act 
as Judge and thon member of the Commercial Courte 


In the matter of public instruction, he is a professor of conusere 
cial law; Dean of the Faculty of Buenos Aires, and its delegate to the 
Superior Council. 

He has taken an active part in numerous juridical congresses. 


Politically, Dr. Castillo has to his credit the intervention of the 


From: M.AcArgentina Report Noe5329 Date: March 20,1936. 
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Province cf Tucuman durin, the Provisional Governacnt of General Jose 
FoUrivury, und nis recent appointient as natisnal senator for Catamarca. 


Dr eliguol ingel Carcano, Ministsr of Agriculture 


Tne new Minister of Agriculture, DreQircano has been associated 
for many years with the agrarian institutions of the country and has devoted 
himself te the study of tho problems confronting the country's fundanental 
industries. He nas been Secretary of tue Argentino Aural Society; as a 
university professor, hus taught agricultural subjects, and his written 
work on ayriculture entitled "Rvolucion historica del regimen de la tierra 
publica", was awarded one of the national prizes of 1917. 


Fron the beginning of his political career, ho has been alliod 
to the Daaocratic Party of Cordoba, which he has represented in tho National 
Chunber of Deputios, since 1932. Dre Carcano was alyo a maaber of the upecial 
emoagsy under Dr. Julio Roca which nogotiated with Great Britain tho commore 
cial treaty now in forcee 


Source: Press 


FREDERICK DeSHARP, 


Captain,Ge Se r 
Military Attache. 
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ARGENTINA (Political) 


Subjocts Present Cablusse 


Appuintment of New Minister of thy Interior 
Dire Rauon 3. Cuutilla 


Appointmeub of New tUnistor of Justice wid Public Tngiruction 
Dre Jorge de la Torre 
hile Ve 2 WOR OP AD baie 
Presidont Justo last woek upycinced Mee Ramon Se Castiilo, 

thon holder of the portfolio of Tustice and Public Tustructicny 40 

- be Minister of tho Intorior in suscassion te Dre Melo who resigned 
from that offico sane tise agoe At Lhe cane bine he eppolmted Dre 
Jorgu de la Torre to be the now Minister of Justice and Publis 
Inotruction, this voming as sauething of « surprise in political 
circles where Dre de la Torre has 90 fur besn by ne eens a proeninent 
figuree He belongs to a very old and wold know Cordobe Lonllyy, 
and is part owner of the femua Toeult Convurrt Santa Catalina, a 
jealously guarded relic of tho paste 


Dector Jorge de la Torre was born in 1876, and is thus now 
iu his sixtieth yoare At the age of 21 he wus received us u lawyer 
in tho city of Buenos Aires after having sorvad for five yeara in the 
seorotariat of the Suprome Courte Hic views on the question of 
civil mrriage lad attracted som cbtention at the tinoe Tn 1898 
ho was appointed cocretary of thu Firat Appeal Court by Judgo 
Agustin Garcia, and there his abilities ware also duly rucognisad, 
with the result thet in 1904 ha beoume secretary to Lhe Civil 
Court, whilst in 1908 he was nominated Judge of the Court of Appoale 
Ho served in this lntter ceupacity until 1921, whon President Saens 
Pona appointed hin « member of the First Civil Court, where he 
recained until 1923, his lagi decisions during thet tine frequently 
sarving as precedents in prosent day litigetion. On his rotirement 
on pension from tho Courts ho was made the recipdent of many 
demonstrutions, among others bying thet of the “Procuradoraa de la 
Capital" who recorded their recognition of his justice and equas 
ninity in doaling with all purticge Sines 1909 he hea held the 
Ghair on Civil Rights in the Faculty of Law, and for the last 
twelve yeare has bso a lecturer on history and geography in the 
Mardano Moreno National Collaza. 


Source: "The Reviews of the River Plate", 


Lester Bekar 

Ute Coley Inf. 
Uilitary Attachy 
\ 
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ARGEVTINA « Politien2 


Subjoct ~ Priscnt Gxbingt. 


The present Argentiis cabinet may in geral be said to represent 
c grou; of able ond potriotic wou even though in most eases they have 
been chosen for volitieal as well es for administrative considerations. 
The Juste Government ic regarded us one of thy best that Argouting has 
had and has certainly achieved 2 eres deal in tahing advantages of the 
country's presnerous position in world trate aud in using this position 
for developing the country from withins 


Prosident Juste, aiice the 2advent of his stopegap administration 
in 1932 (couposed at firat princinally of Notionzl Domoorats = Con= 
sorvetives) has boen esnfronted with tho problen of ce.toriny to the 
popular tread of thy country toward the Radicul Party, although this es 
party hae only recently begun to take part in elections. Tho President 
has therefor: filled cebinct vacancies with mon of Radiesl tendoncics, 
at the sane time acceptable to the Conservatives, such as the Minisler 
of Finance and the Minister of Ware Tho politics] colorliy of the 
present cabinet thorefors may be said to be noderate vith an increase 
ingly strong Radical tendencye 


Tho ranking cabiuct nosition is supposedly thet of Minister of 
the Imorior, although in the prosent cabinet thu Minister of Finance 
is unquestionably tho dominating personality and the right hend man 
of the President, having considerable influence with hime The fole 
lowing is a list of the cabinot ministers together with comnents on 
eacns 


Dee Ration Se Castillo, Minister of thu Intorior 


Dre Castillo, former Minister of Justice and Public Instruction, 
was born in Catamarca in 1873. He has had 2 long legal career, holding 
various positions in provincial courta until 1904 when he was appointed 
maaber of the Supreme Council of the Province of Buonos Airase He 
m8 2 comercial judgo in Buenos Aires from 1905 to 1910, a criminal 
judge from 1910 to 1914 and Justice of the Coumercial Court from 1914 
to 1918~ He hes held the professorship of the Faculty of Law of the 
University of In Plata and various other University positionse He is 
Aan authority on legal mttors and was a delupnte to the Pan American 
Conference ai Montevideo in 19336 Before becoming Minister he was algo 
& national Senator from the Province of Catanarcn. 


Like so many distingueshed men in Argentina, Dre Castillo comes 
from one of thu smaller, more native “sriollo" provinces of the 
interior. Ho is rather “tho scholar in politics" and has 2 very high 
standing in judicial circles. Ha hes a very excellont reputation and 
most pleasing personalitye 


Dre Castillo has obviously not identified himself atrongly with 


polities] rertics although he is reported to lean towards the Antie 
Pergonclist Radical Party in his political views, 


Feom: Mode Arcouting Report Noe 5474 Date: November 4, 1936 
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Dre Gurlo: Soavedra Innas, Minister for Forcign Affoice. 

Dr» Saavedra Lainus ya born in Buenes Aircs in 1880. Hig prow 
fesasicval and culture] atteicnsutea rather then his political active 
itiva are tho basis of his influence witl nolitical lenders. He was 
appointed profeasur of Political Econony, 2 meuber of ths niversity 
of Buencs Aires, natioial deouty in 1908 to 1912 end Minister of 
Justices aud Education in the eabisst of Prasids:t do la Plaze in 
19140 In succeeding aduinistrationg he held aloof fron public office 
because ho had rarriud thu daughter of President alect Sacnz Pens e 


Saavedra Lamas hag represented Arcontina tu nwaeroua conferences 
abroad and presided over the Eleventh Intormutional Labor Conferonce 
at Goieva in 1928. He was elucted President of the Gonoral Plenary 
Soseion of the Leagues of Nations for this Vere 


Dre Saavedra Lamas has undoubtedly brought the position of 
Ministor for Foroign Arfairs into prominence and importance which 
it hithorto sonowhat Inckede His connection with the present Chaco 
Peace Conference, with tho Pan Averics:. Conferciuce anc with the 
forthcoming Pan American Peace Conference have enabled hin to keep 
Argontina ~ and inoidentally himsolf = in the public CYGe 


Dre Saavedra Lams iv cultured, onergotic and vain, with an 
undoubtedly brilliant and erratic minds While he is cordially 
disliked by other Latin American countrius and somewhat ridioculed 
by his own people they nevertheless nov recognize his enormous ce 
pacity for work and his increasing Argontine international prestige 
as well es lending a forceful, if self-seoking hand, in Pan Auerican 
affaires 


Dre Saavedra Llamas hes been mentioned as a candidate for Pres= 
idextial honors in 1937. It ic felt, however, that ho haa little 
real political influence at home, although this may be inoreasing. 


Dro Roborto Me Ortiz, Minister of Finance. 


Dre Ortiz wis born in Buoncs Aires in 1886 and has had a long 
political and business career. He was elocted Councilman of the 
Radical Party in 1918, entering the Chaubor of Deputies shortly 
thereafter. He was lnter apnointed Aduwinistrator of Internal Tax~ 
ation and then Minister of Public Works under formor President Alvear 
until the end of his presidential periods After 1928 Dr. Ortiz with 
drew fron public life and turnod to his legel profession. He has bean 
director of severcl well Jmown companies including the Union Telefonica, 
a subsidiary of the Intornational Telephone and Telegranh Company, 
which edministers the Buenus Aires telophone systome 


Dus vo his effiliations with Amorican interests Dr. Ortiz is 
reported friendly to tho United States. He is considered as a sound, 
practical parson who has at the seme time traveled enough out of 
Argontina to broaden his outlooke While if not tha financial genius 
his predecessor, Dre Pinedo, was, Dre Ortiz has shom thet he is 
c2psble of adopting a moru concillintory and less intransigent attitude 
toward his position, 
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Boing a;, Anti=Poraoneli gst Re.dical hig ANPOIiNtrect ag Linister 
of Finanee jg ccusidered to haye “Ore politic: 8icnificanes than other. 
wise, and tu be ai. effort on tha part of th... President to bring tho 
administration Close> to thy politics tenperamont af the countrys He 
is at praseant undoubtedly the leadines figure in the eablast and his 
the moat influcice wt i}, Pr-sidens STUSt Or 


Dee Jorge da Ie Torres MRuistor oF Justices ani Public Instruction, 
a SRLS Borers mn ene oath Abie Inet * 


3 
Oe eS ce ne arene oy — Oe ee ae eee a a ae 


Dre de lu Torre w.8 born in 1876, He belongs +, One of the oldest 
fonilies of %ikG Province of Cordobe, He graduated frou ley school in 
1897 en immedi atoly enlorad on 2 Judicin} c1rcer, Afteay. boinc secren 
tary of 2 numbcy of courte for various yoors, he mg a0nointed Judge of 
the Mrat Instance jn 1908 as 8 lates promoted to be a meaber of the 
First Civil Chazber, 4 nuniber of hi - Wecisions have bne: cited ey 
authority in subsoquont C26C8e He ritipag fron the Judiciary in 1923, 
Ha Cuntinued, howover, a8 2 professor of Civil lew in the Law Schoo] , 
Cnd ase toneha:: of history anc Bcorraphy tm the Colopio Nacional. 


Dro de lz Torro 43m mun alzost unknown +O politicizns aud to the 
Renaval publie Slike. As a retired Judge and a Srefossor in the law 
Sciool of the Univorsity of Buenos Atros ho has, however, had Close 
Contact with the Judiciary of the Cowmtry, and as a teacher for many 
years in the Colegio NMeional (Nationel High Scl.00l), he is presumbly 
well fitted to administrate th, Schools of tho countrye Hig &ppointnont, 
Slthough received with Surprise, has in Bencreal been favorably Comnented 
on by the loc} Presse He is consi dered to be an Anti~Porsonalist 

1 


Gonsinl Bastlia Be Portine Ministe> of Wor, 
ent SOREENO, Minister of War 


Gonural Perting w28 born in Buonos Airsg in April, 1879, He wag 
Sducated in the Argontine Military Collage eng later made Bub-Li eutenent 


sent to Germany to Join e unit of the German Armye In 1909 ho was 
promotod to Major and &8sipned ag Military Attache at Rio de Janeiro, 
and in 1910 ag Military Attache in Borlin. at the invite+ion of the 
Gonsral Staff, he Joined the German Gono Handquartor, at the oute 
break of War in August, 1974, He ras prunoted 79 Colonel in 1919, 
Brigadic: Gonvural in 1927 end Division Goncind in 1933. In 1939 he wmes 
namod Chairuen of the Aran Purgia sing Commission in Europe, where 
he was ab thy vime of hig Qrpointrens ag Mintater of Ware 


Since Gonepet Pertin Studied in Geruany Considerably, &nd hag 
wricton sever.) books on the oPermtion of the Gorman arnys, hig leanings 
ar) undoubtodly in shat divocticn, varticularly as the Argentine Aruy 
has been doxinatod by Gowan -litary inflnones and has had Gorinn 
military 2dvisers, 


wheush Genesul Portin- My Not bo as univerenlly Popular with 
“hs arny 2g hig prodscesnor, Genargl °adrigues, he is NOVerthelesg 
hold in tne hiehest C8Le0m. He dg Openly a Redical and W268 appointed 
tu hig Presont nosition particularly because of his rerty affiliation, 
Although in sho army perhaps a ™Jority of ths officors ars of cone 
Servative tondeneiag the rank ang file ere 82id to be Radicul, tn 
Goneral Porting tg Sppointusnt the Prosident undoubtedly 8a7 2n oppore 
tunity to 62t21 to Popular opinion ard to keep at She same tire his orn 
Popularity aud Sentrol of the RIN. 
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Giginin Bloazar Vidolay Im isso. of Marin, 

Cintein Videle ws born in 1880. He entored the Naval Academy 
in So, tember 1898 aud w2s eradusted in February, 1904, with rank of 
Mudshipoa.. upon completing the course on board the Navel Training 
Ship "Pr-sidente Sarniento". He ws preroved to ensign in 1906, 
Linwtc.ant JreGrs jn 1905, Lieutenent sr.gr. an 1911, Liout. Corre:dec 
in 1916, Comeander in 1922 and Captein in 1922, 


Capwain Videle afte; eradusticn servad o. the Genaiml Staff of 
the Patrin. Later he mada 2 trip to the Straits 9n tho Ushuetae Ho 
W398 Assi stunt Navigation Officer of ths Training Ship Sarniento and 
21lso0 served on the Garibs.di, Moreno an? Uruguay. He was Chiar of 

wal? of the Minister of Marine during the Provisional Governacnt.» 
Tntcr ho baearg Assistans Diractor of Metorial, Chief of Bucnos Aircs 
Arsenal and was Chief of the lst. Destroyer Division at +h3 tine of 
his appointments 


Captain Videla has received decorations and meduls from Spain, 
Japan, Chile, Braztl and ths French Colonics. 


Dre Miguel Ange: Gh Garcano, Minietcr of Agricultures 


Drs Carenno was born in Busuos Aires in 1889 ond is said to bo 
one of the able young Argentinose He eaies Pro a socially proninont 
and woalthy family widely oomnectod hore, his father being Argenting 
Anba.ssador to Rio de Janoiro. He speaks Englioh and French, has an 
exeollent reputation and & particularly pleasing porsonnlicy. 


Dre Curcano was professor of Agricultural Seisneg in the Faculty 
of Econoinic Sclencos, Dr. of Agricultural Econony, professor in the 
Ficulty of lew and Social Sciences and on the Exocutive Board of 
Argentino Rural Socisty. Ho was Clucted National deputy from Cordoba 
in 1928, resigned during tho revolution of 1930 and Was rewolectod 
deputy in 1932. Ho hoid the position of Ministor Plonipotontiary on 
the special mission to London, houded by vice=Prosidon: Roca, in 1933 
to negotiute the Roca~Runci:mn agreement. 


Inspite of Dre Carcano's roputation it is doubtful whother he 
Oxorcises much influence ag Minister of Agriculture over tho carrying 
out of the coumtry's oconn is policy, certainly ho has net tha force 
of his predeccssor, Dre Duhau. Although a Netional Democrat he is 
far frou boing ultra-conservative and his appointment has boen vory 
popular, cvon said to be satisfactory to thy Radicrls,. 


Dre Manuel Re Alvarado, Minister of Public Works. 


Dre Alvarado, an active National Dsocrat (Connorvative ), ian 
lewycr by profession. He has boen a national deputy and has taken a 
leudinyg part in tho affairs of tho Provinee of Salta. He wag appointed 
Intorventor of the Province of Bucnos Airos by General Uriburu, to 
Succeed Dre Carlog Meyor Pollegrini, « position which ho resigned 
several yours apoe Dr. Alvarado is the only detive National Domocrat 
moubor of Preaident Justo'g cabinets As Minidtler of Public Works he 
is considered ag strong and efficiont and has/ah exeollent roputation 
although vory Little known to the public at 


Sources: Porronal contacts and Press, 

este: Bakor 

Lt. Col., Inf. 
Military Attache 
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Subject: Present Cabinove 


Tho following changes (previously reported) have taken place 
4n the composition of the cabinet since the publication of the last 
Argontine Political Estimte.e This is again reported at this time 
in view of additional informtione 


The Ex-lMinister of the Intorior, Dre Leopoldo Melo, is said 
to have resigned in order to place himself at the head of a section 
of tho Anti=Porsonalist Radical Party and run as a candidate for the 
presidency of tho Republice Ho has been succeeded as Minister of the 
Interior by Dre Ramon S. Castillo (Conservative Je 


Dre Federico Pinedo, Ex“inister of Finance has boon succeeded 
by Dre Roberto Me Ortiz (Anti-Personalist Radicul)e 


Dre Luis Duhau (Conservative), Ex-Hinister of Agriculture has 
been succecdod by Dre Miguel Ae Carcano (Conservative)e Dre Duhau 
was forced by public opinion to tender his resignation, owing to the 
political incident which culminated in tho shooting of Senator bare 
babehore of Santa Fo who openly accused Dre Duhau of being personally 
implicatod in the supposed fraudulent practices of the packing housese 


Tho Ex-Minister of Justice and Public Instruction, Dre Manuel 
do Iriondo (Anti=Personalist Radical) resigned in order to become a 
candidate for Governor of the Province of Santa Fe, for which he was 
elected recently after that Province had been intervened by the Fersral 
Govornmente He has been succooded by Dre Jorge de la Torro (Non=Poli~ 
tical). 


Tho Ex«ldinister of War, Goneral Manuel A. Rodriguez (Non=Political) 
diod last year and was succeeded by General Basilio Pertine (Non-Political)» 


Source of Information: Personal Contacts. 


Lester Baker 
Lte Cole, Infe 
wilitary Attache 
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Reference: ..065570 April 23,1527. 


AMPS UTINA - Political. 
Subj ect: present vabinet: 
io new mecborse 


Two me ibers of the Argentine Cabinot resiened their posts during 
the last week in June to become, respectively, candidates for »resident and 
vico-president of Arsentina in tho September wlections. “hese officials, 

Dr. soberto 1i.0rtiz, minister of finance, and Or. iamon 3.Castbhllo, uinister of 
interior, are considered to be the candidetes of President Just) and of the 
political vwajority now in power in the Sederal soverninente 


De. Varlos Alberto Acevedo has been naned minister of finance to 
succeed vr. Ortiz. Yhis ministry was first offered to Sefior Jorge +-Santamarina 
who is president of the anco de im Jacion Argentina; he declined on the ground 
of illhealth and owiny nis desire to continue nis vresent work. br. Acevedo 
was tne vice president of the same bank. :iv hus specialized in economic subjects 
for years and nas heid professional uppointments of the raculty of Lawe In 
1928 he represented the argentine Governient at the International imbor Con- 
feronco at “enevae sor a tine ne was under-secretary of finance during the 
ministry of Ur. alberto Hueyo but, since 1933, he has been connected solely 
with banking affairs. In a sneech after he was namod to the post of finance 
minister he promised to carry out the policies of Ur. Ortiz who has strengthened 
Argentine credit abroad by his funding operations of aryentine loans in New 
fork and London whereby argentina at present probably has the best financial 
rating in those varkets of any “outh ‘snerican country. 


Senor Vwanuel R. Alvarado nes taken over the duties of ministor 
of interior inaddition to his present duties as ministor of public vorks; he 
will hold both portfolios. Tne ministry of tne interior in Argenting ranks 
nunber one position in the cabinet and it corresponds closely to that of 
secretary of stato in the vashington government. Political and business 
circles regard the choice of Senor Alvarado as a happy one in as much as he 
has been in active collaboration with tho Justo vovernnont from the outset.ie 
entered politics in 1906 as provincial deputy in Salta where he was born 
in 18826 Until 1922 whon ne was elocted to the national congress he was in 
politics in his native province and served for two years as its finance 
ninistere From 1922 to 1930 he vas a .omber of the finance and budgot connittee 
of the Chainber, interventor in the province of Buenos 4ires during t..e prove 
isional governuent and made minister of public works in 1932. 


Source: Press, personal contacts. 


Lester Baker, “ol. Inf., 
wilitary Attache. 


Crigingl «2 5 copies mailed July 2nd. 
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Subject: Present Cabinet; 
Ortiz Appoints Ministers. 


After many days of speculation in political circles and 
in the press regarding the composition of the new Cabinet, all 
forecasts were finally settled on the evening of February 14th 
when President-elect Roberto Ortiz made public the names of his , 
official family. This was six days before the inauguration of thé 
new Government, February 20th. 


Press comment points out that if the delay in forming the 
new Cabinet can be taken as evidence then there are few people in 
Argentina willing to accept a post carrying a salary of $2,400 a 
month and $900 a month entertainment allowance(Argentine pesos). It 
is known that several portfolios were offered and rejected by the 
prospective candidates; in the case of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs at least three men were considered before final appointment 
was made, including the present incumbent, Dr. Saavedra Lamas. 


The Cabinet as constituted contains few well-known names, 
and as far as the popularity of its menbers goes it does not 
compare favorably with its predecessors, The Prosident-elect 
seems to have gone about his task on moderate lines, and to have 
avoided bringing into his Cabinet any scintillating political 
figures who have been so much in the public eye that they might 
prove to be difficult to handle. 


It is a Oabinet which seems to be designed to be moder~ 
ate in outlook, and so to represent the attitude of the moderate 
mass of the nation which is the backbone of the country. Its 
members are: 


Interior - Dr. Diogenes Taboada; 

Foreign Affairs - Dr. José Maria Cantilo; 

Finance - Dr. Pedro Groppo; 

Justice & Public Instruction - Dr. Jorge E. Coll; 
Agriculture - Sr. José Padilla; 

Public Works - Sr. Manuel R. Alvarado; 

War ~ General Carlos D. Marquez; 

Marine ~ Vice Admiral Leén Scasso. 


(Biographical sketches subject of separ reports). 


Source: Press. 


Lester Baker, Col. Inf., 
Military Attaché. 


Original & 4 copies airmailed Feb.l6th. 
Confirmation copy steamer Feb. 19th. 
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Miurrary INTELLIGENCE Division 
War Department GENERAL STAFF 
MiiTary ATTACHE REPORT 


Country Reported On 


Subject Julio Argentino Roca, Foreign } ‘inister. 1.G. No. 2999 


Source and Degree of Reliability: -% 


Official. 


Summiarization of Report 


When Required 


Dr. Julio A. Roca 
Dre Julio A. Roca who was appointed Foreign Minister September 1, 


1940, was vice president of Argentina during the Justo administration. He 


is probably the strongest character in the new Cabinet. 


The new Foreign Minister was born in Cordoba May 17, 1873. He isa 
lawyer by profession, speaks Spanish and “nglish, is very pleasant but not 
particularly forceful. Has been governor of Cordoba, deputy and senator 
from that province and was ambassador to Ureat britain for returning the 
visit of the Prince of “ales to Argentina 1933; he was nawed ambassador 
to Brazil in 1938 but resigned on account of ill health. 


He is a National Democrat in politics, sympathetic toward the united 
States, favors Auerican solidarity. Is married, a Homan Catholic and his 
only recreation is occasional golf. He has been decorated by Great Britain, 
Belgiun, Spain, France and italy. He is the son of ex-President General 
Julio A. Roca. 

A Lap (jun 
™. A. Devine, Ure, 

Major, Ge Se, 
Military Attache. 


\1l copies airsailed Sept. 6th. 
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Subject: Theoretical and sctual form of government - Argentina. 
(I.G..No. 3000) 


To: The A.C. of S.,Ga2 
War Department 
Washington, D.C. 


The Repubjic is composed of a Federal District (like the District 
of Columbia), fourteen Provinces and ten Nutional Territories. The Federal 
District has an executive head (Municipal Niayor) appointed by the President 
of the Republic with the approval o: the National Senate and tho delibera- 
tive body (City Council) is clected by popular vote. 


‘ The National Congress has its seat in the Federal Capitol and as in 
U,SeA- is divided in two houses: i.e., the Senate (two senators for euch pro= 
vince) and a Chamber of Deputies (represontatives vary in accordance with 

the number of inhabitunts of each Province). The deputies are elected di- 
rectly by the people, whereas the senators are elected by the provincial leg- 
islatures. 


Kkach of the fourteen provinces possess an excoutive department and 
deliberative body (Chambers of Senators and Denuties in some, while in others 
only one Chamber exists). Represcentutives are elective for both bodies. The 
principal cities have an executive department (either Municipal Mayor, Presi- 
dent of the Municipality or President of the Town Council) and deliberative 
bodies (City Councils or Town Councils). 


All deliberutive bodies are elected by popular vote and the execu- 
tive chief's ara designated by the Provincial kxecutive Vepartment in some 
provinces, whcreas in others they are elected by popular vote. 


The kxecutive Department of the National Territories (i.e. the 
Governors of Territories) aro designated by the =xecutive Department of the 
Nation with the approval of the National Senate. In the ‘Territories there 
does not exist a territorial deliberative body not are they represented in 
the National Congress. ‘The comnunities are govgrned by Mayors (Executive 
Department) generally appointed by the Governor of the Territory, and City 
Councils (deliberative bodies) elected by populur vote. 


‘ 


In this country there exist three fundamental parties: Radical 
(Rudical), Navional Democrat (Democrata Nacional) and Socialist (Socialista). 


The National Democrat Party is the old Conservative party, which 
has introduced in its political platform such modifications as to place it 
on an equal footing with the most advanced purties. 


The Conservative party was in power for various decudes. The Radi- 
cal party constituted the opposition party since 1890 and organized several 
revolutions to overthrow the government, without successe It was undoubtedly 
a party whose doctrines were fur in advance of the Conservative's, but in 
spite of its great popularity it only succeeded in entering the Executive 
Department of the Nation in 1914 and remained in power until the 1930 Revolu- 
tion. 


The third party is the Socialist, which is only popular in the Fed- 
eral Capitol and in a small nunber of cities in the interior. 


The Radical party, as a result of the Kevolution of 1930 which over- 
threw it from power, suffored a serious division (the revolution was instiga- 
ted by conservatives, socialists, progressive democrats and radicals opposed 
to the political attitude of the then President, Sr. Irigoyen, and the Radi- 
cal Antipersonalist party was formed. This party is generally working in con- 
junction with the National Democrat purty and has acquired diverse denomina- 
tions, according to the localities in which it is functioning, such as Union 
Civica Radical de Santa re, Union Civica Radical de Tucuman (although this 
party may sometimes operate independently), Junta Reorganizadora de la Union 
Civica Radical (Reorganizing Council of the Radical Civio Union). After 
the fall of Irigoyen the traditional Radical party lost a groat deal of power 
and followers, but in the course of time has once more acquired enormous: im- 
portance. 


Discounting the Socialist party, whose zone of efficient action is 
reduced to the Federal Capitol and a limited number of cities, in the national, 
provincial, and communal elections, the National Democrat, Radical Tradition- 
alist and kadical Antipersonalist parties fight for supremacy. The most 
fierce political battles are those in which the position of the radicals and 
their dissident fuction is at stake. 


There exist other parties which occasionally put up candidates for 
election, such as the Progressive Democrat party, which enjoys much popularity 
in the Province of Santa Fe, parties of a solely comnunal formation and lastly, 
the Commhnist Party. This last party acquired some success some years azo, 
but was only able to obtain a limited number of seats in the council in the 
Cities of Buenos Aires and Rosario. This party is disappearing, being absorbed 
by the Socialist party. 

Pree Poorer rr ory 
(1) Case of the Provinoe of Santa Fe 


Parties governing the different provinces. 


Federal interventions in the Provinces of Buenos Aires, San 


Juan, and La Rioja. 


Situation of the Presidency of the Nation 
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Excepting the Socialist Furty which maintains @ definite and Lixed 
policy, the romaining party platforms are somevnat tlexible, originating 
governmental policies in accordunce with the personal aspirations of the 
governor (as in the cuse of Entre Rios - Tibiletti - niihura). The different 
perties inelude in the pre-electoral plutforms the most up to date concepts 
of a social and economic nature, tending towards the State control of the 
services, the exploitation of mineral resources, furtherance of the coopera=- 
tive movements, advanced social and labor laws, etce, put in the course of 
their governmental office they mould themselves to the special circumstances 
of the moment. 


When governors have withdrevm from the perty platforms, they have 
in some instonces suffered jnterpellations on the part of the authorities of 
their party, but in general these summons have not attained any importance 
nor have they altered the normal course of events. 


Under the circumstances that all parties have very similer plat- 
forms, the result is that, with the exception of the Socialist party, and 
due to the fact thet che voting public do not have o definite policy on which 
to pin their vote, they are swayed by sympathy and perty loyalty, confidence 
jn the cendidates or opposition to the governing party. as proof of this 
ig the fuct that every one of these parties has followers of every social 
condition, economic position and all branches of industry and comiercGe 


the Socialist Party, despite its long years of existence, has been 
unable to conquer other positions, apart from those previously specified in 
the Federal Capitol, Mar del Plata and three or four small cities in the in- 
terior of the country. As these promise social conquests as interesting as 
those prescribed by the socialists, the working and middle clags do not see 
the necessity of affiliuting themselves to the Socielist Partysgor the ob- — 
taining of their ends. 
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